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Module Aims:  
 
This module aims to: 
 

 Enable the development of reading and critically understand a number of texts 
including fiction, poetry and non-fiction prose described as postcolonial. 

 Investigate some of the theoretical, historical, philosophical and critical concepts that 
inform postcolonial writings. 

 Further develop reflective use of diverse theoretical perspectives, critical concepts 
and associated terminology. 

 Examine and critically analyse a selection of postcolonial writings in the light of these 
theories and debates. 

 

 

 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 
  
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
 

1. Identify the key features of postcolonial writing and critically comment on the 
thematic preoccupations of postcolonial writers. (KS 1,5,6,7) 

2. Summarize some of the theoretical and philosophical concepts which underpin 
postcolonial writing. (KS 1,5,6) 

3. Apply and critique theoretical ideas which contribute to an understanding of the 
texts.  (KS 1,2,5,6) 

4. Critically analyze a range of postcolonial texts in the light of postcolonial theory. 
(KS 1,5,6,9) 

 
Key skills (KS  for employability 
 
1. Written, oral and media communication skills 
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills 
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy 
5. Information management skills 
6. Research skills 
7. Intercultural and sustainability skills 
8. Career management skills 
9. Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-management) 
10. Numeracy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assessment:   
 
Assessment One students will be required to undertake a critical analysis of two chosen texts 
informed by theoretical issues underpinning postcolonial writing.   
 
Assessment Two will be an unseen examination requiring students to provide responses to 
two questions about two texts chosen from a range, designed to demonstrate understanding 
of the ideas and issues covered, and ability to analyze in relation to specific material and 
texts.   
 
Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration 
(if exam) 

Word count (or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

1,2,3 Essay 50%  3000 

2 
 

1,4 Examination 50% 2 hours  

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

Key concepts which underpin postcolonial writing and the social and historical context will be 
introduced in an introductory session. Texts will be taught in two, two hour blocks and the 
pattern will be a lecture to introduce the text, informing concepts and critical analyses which 
can inform interpretations of the work followed by a seminar session focussing specifically on 
an aspect of the text or a critical reading of it. Students will be expected to take part in the 
tutor–led group discussion about the text and ideas and issues it raises. Individual study time 
will be used for the independent reading of material and the preparation of seminar activities. 

 

 

Indicative Syllabus outline: 

 History and identity  

 Location and identity 

 Language and identity 

 Hybridity 

 Writing back 

 Representation and power 
 

Adichie, C. One Half of a Yellow Sun 
Atwood , M. selected poems 
Carey, P. Oscar and Lucinda 
Erdrich, L. Tracks 
Kingsolver, B. The Poisonwood Bible 
Michaels, A. Fugitive Pieces 
Ondaatje, M. The English Patient 
Philip, N. Zong 
Roy, A. The God of Small Things 
Smith, Z. White Teeth 
Thomas, R.S. selected poems 
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